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A small quiz…

Q. Can you list a few nouns that come 
after  the verb “make”?
make + (a/an/the) noun

1. cake
2. breakfast / lunch / dinner
3. friends
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What about learner’s input?

Output

JEFFL
BNC

Input

Textbook
Corpus
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Introduction

【Aims】
(1) To clarify how verb collocations differ among the 
CEFR levels

(2) To examine if verb collocations can be used as 
criterial features for the CEFR levels
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Target of the study

• get, have, make

VERB + nouns/adjectives/verbs
[within 4 spans]
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Overview

• Data: Textbook corpus
• Methodology: correspondence analysis
• Results of correspondence analysis: get, have, make
• Discussion: Level discrepancies
• Conclusion and Future Tasks
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Data

• Textbook corpus

• *C1 and C2 are treated as one category due to the 
limitation of C2 data.

• *Vocabulary sections in each textbook are not included 
in this study.

A1 A2 B1 B2 C Total

164,585 278,750 486,787 582,763 302,149 1,815,034 
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Target tags
• <s n="654"><w c7="PPIS1" c5="PNP" hw="i" pos="PRON">I</w> <w c7="RR" c5="AV0" hw="only" 

pos="ADV">only</w> <w c7="VDD" c5="VDD" hw="do" pos="VERB">did</w> <w c7="JJ" c5="AJ0" hw="boring" 
pos="ADJ">boring</w> <w c7="NN2" c5="NN2" hw="job" pos="SUBST">jobs</w> <w c7="II" c5="PRP" 
hw="like" pos="PREP">like</w> <w c7="VVG" c5="VVG" hw="make" pos="VERB">making</w> <w c7="NN1" 
c5="NN1" hw="coffee" pos="SUBST">coffee</w> <w c7="IF" c5="PRP" hw="for" pos="PREP">for</w> <w 
c7="NN" c5="NN0" hw="people" pos="SUBST">people</w> <w c7="CC" c5="CJC" hw="and" 
pos="CONJ">and</w> <w c7="NN1" c5="NN1" hw="photocopying" pos="SUBST">photocopying</w><c 
c5="PUN">,</c> <w c7="CCB" c5="CJC" hw="but" pos="CONJ">but</w> <w c7="RR" c5="AV0" hw="recently" 
pos="ADV">recently</w> <w c7="PPIS1" c5="PNP" hw="i" pos="PRON">I</w> <w c7="VH0" c5="VHB" 
hw="have" pos="VERB">'ve</w> <w c7="VVN" c5="VVN" hw="start" pos="VERB">started</w> <w c7="VDG" 
c5="VDG" hw="do" pos="VERB">doing</w> <w c7="RGR" c5="AV0" hw="more" pos="ADV">more</w> <w 
c7="JJ" c5="AJ0" hw="interesting" pos="ADJ">interesting</w> <w c7="NN2" c5="NN2" hw="thing" 
pos="SUBST">things</w><c c5="PUN">.</c></s>

【node】
hw=“get”, hw=“have”, hw=“make”
【collocators】
Pos=“VERB”, pos="SUBST“ (noun), pos=“ADJ"

<part=“READING” page=“XX”>…
… <w c7="VVN" c5="VVN" hw=“make" 

pos="VERB">made</w> …
</part>
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Contingency table

• words * CEFR levels

words A1 A2 B1 B2 C
ache(n) 0 5 0 0 0
all(a) 5 4 5 6 7
any(a) 41 25 10 8 7
bad(a) 4 4 6 2 3
be(v) 3 9 16 17 20
big(a) 6 6 6 2 3
book(n) 7 5 1 1 0
brother(n) 13 3 1 1 0
car(n) 5 9 5 4 2
card(n) 6 4 1 2 0
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Methodology

A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2
Word1 36 37 4 3 2 4
Word2 5 7 25 34 19 10
Word3 34 44 6 22 23 41
Word4 1 23 23 6 4 17
Word5 8 7 5 2 36 33
Word6 40 16 1 2 5 4
Word7 6 7 11 23 22 43
Word8 6 17 56 42 11 14
Word9 43 35 9 19 16 17
Word10 40 43 46 22 38 9

• Correspondence analysis
• R ver. 3.2.2
• MASS library: corresp function 

CEFR level

C
ollocators
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How to read 
the result

X axis:
First principle 
component

Y axis:
Second principle 
component
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get

C     B2     B1     A2       A1
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get

• Blue: sorted in descending order
• Red: sorted in ascending order
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have
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have
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have
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make
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make
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Summary (1)

A1

• The first principle component distinguishes 
A1 from others

• The second principle component 
distinguishes A2 from others

→Collocations of basic verbs function as a 
criterial feature for the CEFR levels
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Summary (1)

A2

A1

• The first principle component distinguishes 
A1 from others

• The second principle component 
distinguishes A2 from others

→Collocations of basic verbs function as a 
criterial feature for the CEFR levels
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Summary (2)
get:
• A1: concrete objects (e.g. egg, flour, orange, sandwich)
• A2: becoming get (e.g. get cold, get old, get dark)
• Higher: some idiomatic expressions (e.g. get to know, get 

used to)
have:
• A1 and A2: concrete objects (e.g. [possession] guitar, sister

[eating] vegetable, orange)
• Higher: perfective (e.g. have stolen, have left, have shown)
make:
• A1 and A2: creative make (e.g. cake, sentence, question)
• B1 and B2: earning make (make money), doing make

(make decision), causative (make X feel)
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Discussion: Level discrepancies

have (A1) + chance (A2) … higher than B
have (A1) + effect (A2) … higher than B
→implies a need for considering “combinations of words”    
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Conclusion and Implication
• Verb collocations statistically distinguish CEFR-

levels. Especially, A1 and A2 are distinguished 
statistically from higher levels

• The nouns that collocates with the target basic 
verbs denote concrete objects

• Collocations should be taken into account when 
discriminating CEFR levels

”B level barrier” (80% of JE belong to A level)
From Concrete (A level) to Abstract (B level)
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Future tasks

A sample list of collocations for each CEFR level

+ NOUNS
A1: cake, dinner, breakfast …
A2: question, noise, mistake …
B1: decision ….
B2: …

make v. (A1)
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Thank you for your attention!

• Satoru UCHIDA


